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HABITAT LOSS AND FRAGMENTATION

Instructions: Read Section 3.4 (p.87-90) and complete the handout. 
Human encroachment on natural habitats and urban expansion has caused loss and disruption of habitats for many species.

When human disturbances result in a separation of natural habitats it is called  _____________________________.  This results in smaller regions or fragments.  In these ecosystems there is an increased exposure to damaging outside influences such as ________________________.

Habitat loss and fragmentation are second only to climate change as the most serious threats to sustainability of terrestrial ecosystems.
Table #1: Factors that Improve the Sustainability of Habitat Fragments (p.88)
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