LITERARY ESSAY STRUCTURE
INTRODUCTION:
The introduction has the dual task of intriguing your reader and focusing the reader’s expectations by laying out the plan of your essay.  

· A “capture” is optional, and should only be used if you can do it well.  Otherwise it can be misleading.

· Don’t go back to “the beginning of time”!

· Don’t use the first person

· Clarify your terms as they apply to your argument

· Introduce novel(s)/poem(s)/play(s) and author(s), maintaining their relationship to the topic.  By doing this, you justify your reasons for using that/those work(s) for your essay.

· Provide enough background information on plot(s) and character(s) so that the reader is informed, but do not tell more than is necessary!

· As you are dealing with it, link all this information to your topic!  If you do not, the information becomes irrelevant!

· Preview your 3 arguments (for a 5 paragraph essay) clearly, and make sure your THESIS sums these up.  

THESIS:

If you have done the ‘preview’ adequately, you don’t need to repeat your arguments in the thesis.  
· Your thesis should act as the “knot” for the introduction, tying it all together
· It should prepare the reader for the beginning of the body of the essay
· It should contain no new information and no surprises!
· It should adequately answer the “so what” test.  Avoid merely stating the obvious.  Pick an angle related to the work you’re discussing and argue for it!
BODY:

The body should contain a minimum of 3 arguments.   Each of these arguments should be supported by a minimum of 2 primary source quotations.  You may, of course, go beyond this guideline.  Furthermore, should you decide to, you may use properly cited secondary source quotations in your argument where appropriate.  
· When providing proof for your argument, you must follow this procedure:
(1) Put the quotation clearly in context by effectively leading into it.

(2) Present the quotation.  Remember that different rules apply for integrating “short” (less than 4 lines) and “long” quotations (more than 4 lines of prose, more than 3 lines of poetry).

(3) Analyze the quotation thoroughly in relation to your topic.
Never write:  “This quotation occurs” or “this quotation shows”.  It doesn’t.  It is situations/circumstances/characters which reveal/show/demonstrate a particular point.
Each of your arguments must begin with a clear topic sentence – an umbrella topic sentence, in the case of a comparative essay.  You must deal with your arguments in the order in which you previewed them in the introduction.

CONCLUSION:

Your conclusion should begin with a rewording of your thesis.  To state it in exactly the same way as you did in your introduction is pointless, as you and the reader now have an entirely different perspective on the topic after you have dealt with it so thoroughly!

· Summarize your arguments, without unnecessary and boring repetition and then close strongly.  This is difficult, yet these last few statements are critical to the reader’s impression of the arguments, and of you as a writer.

Your essay must be properly formatted as per MLA guidelines.  If you have any questions, please ask!  

NOTE:  Your essay is a unified piece of scholarly writing.  I expect to see this unity of thought and structure apparent through the use of appropriate linking and transitional words.  These are an important signal to the reader about the direction in which you are moving with the development of your essay.

(examples:  conversely, however, similarly, in like manner, another, as well as, in addition to, on the other hand, clearly then, consequently, therefore, thus, furthermore, moreover, etc.)
