9 English

Of Mice and Men

CHAPTERS 5 and 6

READING FOR MEANING
Why is a happy ending unlikely for Lennie and George?

Candy berates Curly’s dead wife, saying, “Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up. You wasn’t no good.”  Is his anger justified? Why is he so bitter, though George remains calm and quiet?

Lennie imagines Aunt Clara and a rabbit accusing him of being a burden on George. What  do his visions reveal about Lennie’s state of mind?

Analyze George’s decision to shoot Lennie. What alternatives does he have? Does he make the best choice? Why or why not?

LITERARY SKILLS

Dialogue serves a number of important purposes including the following:

· advances plot by revealing information

· develops character by revealing status, traits, views, interests

· contributes to setting through how it is said (dialect)

· creates verisimilitude (impression of reality)

· communicates a moral, theme or message

ANALYZING DIALOGUE

For each of these scenes in Chapters 5 and 6, decide what purpose the dialogue serves. You should look back through the novel for details.

a) George’s conversation with Candy after finding Curly’s wife.

b) The conversation between Curly’s wife and Lennie.

c) Conversation among George, Slim, Curley, Candy and Carlson after Lennie has disappeared.

d) Lennie’s conversation with Aunt Clara.

e) Final conversation between George and Lennie

f) Conversation between George and Slim after George has killed Lennie.

PLOT STRUCTURE

· Lennie and George camp by the green pool.

· George predicts trouble with Curley and warns Lennie to stay away from Curley’s wife.

· Carlson shoots Candy’s dog.

· Candy offers to add his savings so George and Lennie can buy his farm.

· Lennie breaks Curley’s hand.

· Crooks asks to join the others in the farm venture and then backs out.

· Lennie kills Curley’s wife.

· The farmhands organize a lynching party.

· George shoots Lennie.

· The men catch up to George.

SYMBOLS

Each of the following objects has symbolic meaning. Select an appropriate meaning from the box. Provide evidence from the novel.

	Loneliness, isolation                             hard work

Hopes, dreams                                       anger

Sex appeal                                              weakness

Acceptance, approval                             power




a)
Crooks’ bare light bulb:
__________________________

b)
red slippers with ostrich feathers
_________________________

c)
Candy’s dog:
____________________

d)
the boss’s spurs:
____________________________

e)
the Western magazine:
_______________________

f)
Candy’s missing hand:
________________________

g)
Curley’s wiry hair:
______________________

h)
the colour red:
______________________

i)
the sunlight:

______________________

j)
the horseshoe matches:
______________________

UPDATING THE PLOT

Pretend you are a film director and want to make a version of Of Mice and Men set in contemporary America. Make the following decisions about your film, keeping in mind that you want to preserve the spirit and theme of the original book.

*
setting:

Where should it take place?

*
characters:
What are their contemporary dreams? 

What conflicts do they experience?

*
plot:

What foreshadowing can be used to hint at the outcome?

Why do you think audiences would want to see your version?

