
Book Review: ABC Murders  By: Agatha Christie

The first lady of murder mysteries, Agatha Christie created a wonderful story filled with lots of murder and suspense.  A.B.C. Murders is truly one of the greatest murder mystery novels that I have ever read!
The murders take place throughout several small towns near London.  The towns that the story takes place in are: Andover, Bexhill, and Churston.  Overall, Christie does not spend a lot of time describing the actual towns; however, she does a good job of describing the murder scenes, for example; “Look at this room, Poirot - all that's left of a life -a couple of broken china ornaments, a photograph, a new pair of stockings....” (10) The reader gets a clear sense of the crime scene.
The two main characters, Poirot and his partner, Hastings, are two detectives working together to solve one of the biggest murder mysteries in England.  Poirot, being French, and Hastings, British, make a great team.  Hasting is the one who always looks at the big picture, while Poirot is the exact obvious. Poirot is looking for the little details that might help him solve the mystery.  During one investigation, Poirot says,”The impossible could not have happened, therefore the impossible must be possible in spite of appearances.” (34) Other detectives, such as Crome, from the Scotland Yard are also sent to work on the case.  Suspects are also a major part of the story.  These people help the detectives solve the case.  Then there are also the characters that have some bad luck! Alice Ascher, Betty Bernard, and Sir Carmichael Clark all, eventually, meet an unfortunate end.
Poirot and Hastings are estranged at the beginning of the novel, but soon reunite to solve the ABC murder case. The A.B.C. murderer sends letters to detective Poirot describing where the murders will take place. In one case a letter is sent to Poirot  the same evening; “an old woman who kept a tobacco and newspaper shop in Andover was battered to death.” (28) Before Alice Ascher was killed in Andover, Betty Bernard was killed in Bexhill, and Sir Carmichael Clark was murdered in Churston.  Near each of the bodies was an A.B.C. Railway guide.  There is an obvious pattern! Will the A.B.C. murderer get from A to Z? Or will Poirot be able to solve the case?
This novel is a work of popular fiction. It falls under the genre of murder mysteries. It was not written to teach the reader or society any important lessons; but it sure is entertaining! I do think that an important theme that is does contain is good versus evil; the good being the police that try and solve the crime and the evil being the murderer.
Overall, I thought that Agatha Christie’s novel was a very interesting thriller with a surprising, twist ending.  I thought that the book was sort of slow at the beginning, but got very interesting and suspenseful as it went on.  I highly recommend this novel to lovers of mystery and suspense!
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