Holiday Reading Assignment


Each and every one of you read a book over the holiday. Now, it is your job to convince the rest of the class to read the same book .
Part 1: The Pitch
You must create a short oral presentation (no longer than 5 minutes, no shorter than 3 minute) based on the following areas:
1. Setting (Time, place and circumstance)
2. Characterization
3. Plot
4. Theme 

You must work individually on this assignment.
You must be creative with the presentation style (PowerPoint, oral delivery, recording, video clip… the sky’s the limit!)

You must complete a written portion, due in class on January 23rd/24th

Part B: The Book Review
For each of the three areas that you used in your Pitch, you must provide written justification. This should be in paragraph form, in which you will choose passages from the text that back up your claims. Your evidence should be properly integrated into the prose of your argument, and your paragraph should be complete and well-organized. Make sure your paragraph includes topic sentences that sets up your argument, and concludes with a sufficient summing-up of your point. Ms. Hart will provide a template for your review.
Please ensure that you are satisfying all the requirements detailed in the rubrics below. 
	
	Oral Presentation Rubric: Holiday Reading Assignment
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	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	/20
	Preparedness
	Students are completely prepared and have obviously rehearsed.
	Students seem pretty prepared but might have needed a couple more rehearsals.
	The students are somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking.
	Students do not seem at all prepared to present.

	
	Enthusiasm
	Facial expressions and body language generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others.
	Facial expressions and body language sometimes generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others.
	Facial expressions and body language are used to try to generate enthusiasm, but seem somewhat faked.
	Very little use of facial expressions or body language. Did not generate much interest in topic being presented.

	
	Posture and Eye Contact
	Stands up straight, looks relaxed and confident. Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation.
	Stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation.
	Sometimes stands up straight and establishes eye contact.
	Slouches and/or does not look at people during the presentation.

	
	Speaks Clearly
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all the time, and mispronounces very few words.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all the time, but mispronounces a handful of word.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most of the time. Mispronounces a handful of words.
	Often mumbles or can not be understood, mispronounces many words.

	/20
	Content
	Shows a full understanding of the novel.
	Shows a good understanding of the novel.
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the novel.
	Does not seem to understand the novel very well.

	
	Areas of style, characterization, plot, and/or theme
	Points are clearly stated and explained early in the presentation. They are recalled throughout the presentation for clarity.
	Points are clearly stated and explained early in the presentation.
	Points are stated and explained early in the presentation, but it are not entirely clear.
	Points are not clearly stated and explained in the presentation.

	
	Proof
	Students have used textual examples and have integrated them well into the presentation, helping add authority to their argument/thesis.
	Students have used  textual examples but have not integrated them well into the presentation. Authority has been added, but it is limited.
	Students have attempted to use textual examples, but they are unclear or insufficiently relevant.  
	Students have not attempted to use textual examples.

	/10
	Comprehension
	Student has anticipated opposition to his/her argument, and has seamlessly addressed it.
	Student is able to accurately dispel most opposition to his/her argument.
	Student did not attempt to convince peers of the validity of his/her points, but did not undermine his/her own argument
	Student did little or nothing to convince his/her peers, or undermined his/her own argument.

	
	Listens to Other Presentations
	Listens actively. Does not make distracting noises or movements. Asks some engaging questions, has some interesting perspectives.
	Listens intently but is somewhat distracting.
	Sometimes does not appear to be listening but is not distracting.
	Sometimes does not appear to be listening and has distracting noises or movements.
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	/50



	Holiday  READING PARAGRAPH EVALUATION

	
	
	
	Comments

	TOPIC SENTENCE
	Relevant introductory material; addresses all topics; defines terms if appropriate
	/5
	

	INSIGHT
	Exploration of topic thorough knowledge of text; ability to paraphrase text; provocative interpretive analysis; original use of ideas
	/10
	

	DEVELOPMENT OF ARGUMENT
	Illustration using text with useful examples and explanation; material presented relates to topics; main and subordinate points supported with convincing evidence
	/20
	

	STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION
	Ideas presented in coherent, efficient order; integration of quotes into text; sentences varied in length and construction; paragraphs flow well, sufficiently develop ideas and end with a transition to the next paragraph; final sentence provides summary of main ideas and appropriate conclusion
	/10
	

	GRAMMAR AND SPELLING
	Punctuation, spelling; appropriate diction; correct grammar and sentence structure; proper syntax; formal language.
	/5
	



=		/50

