Warren Pryor
by Alden Nowlan

When every pencil meant a sacrifice
his parents boarded him at school in town,
slaving to free him from the stony fields,
the meager acreage that bore them down.

They blushed with pride when, at his graduation,
they watched him picking up the slender scroll,
his passport from the years of brutal toil
and lonely patience in a barren hole.

When he went in the Bank their cups ran over.
They marveled how he wore a milk-white shirt
work days and jeans on Sundays. He was saved
from their thistle-strewn farm and its red dirt.

And he said nothing. Hard and serious
like a young bear inside his teller's cage,
his axe-hewn hands upon the paper bills
aching with empty strength and throttled rage.


	Surface text
when you begin analyzing a poem, you should make sure you understand what it literally says.  You should summarize it or provide a synopsis.  Make sure that you define any words that seem strange.
	

	Imagery
look for anything in the poem that appeals to your five senses: sight, touch, hearing, taste, or smell.  Underline these words or phrases!
	


	Figures of speech
look for similes, metaphors, personification and other interesting curiosities of language.  For starters, just look for words or expressions that aren’t like ones you’d normally use in everyday speech.
	

	Tone
think about how the speaker of the poem would be saying his or her poem.  Would he or she be happy, angry, afraid, sad, resigned, puzzled, overconfident, or something else?
	


	&
	

	Symbol
look for any obvious symbols in the poem—that is, look for things which seem to represent other things.
	


	Organization
look at how many lines are in the poem, how many stanzas (groupings of lines) there are, what the rhyme scheme is like (or if there is a rhyme scheme) and what the general structure of the poem appears to be.
	

	Rhetorical devices
Rhetoric means “argument”—so check to see if the poem is arguing something.
	


	Theme
Given your observations of the poem thus far, what do you think its theme is: love, death, forgiveness, alienation, the inspiration of nature, human frailty or weakness, spirituality etc
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