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Theme Chart: Of Mice and Men
For each theme we discuss, please find a minimum of three examples which are
Representative of the entire book (i.e. don’t write down 3 examples from the first 20 pages alone). Ensure that you quote directly from the text, including the page reference. Once you have documented 3 quotes, then state what you believe is the significance of this theme on our understanding of the novel.

	Theme
	Quote and Page Reference
	Significance in the novel

	The American Dream (is it possible?)


	“O.K. Someday – we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a little house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and some pigs and…”(16)
	

	Friendship/Companionship


	“No – look! I was just foolin’, Lennie. Cause I want you to stay with me. Trouble with mice is you always kill ‘em. First chance I get I’ll give you a pup. Maybe you won’t kill it.” (14)
	

	Loneliness


	[bookmark: _GoBack]“Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. They got no family. They don’t belong no place. They come to a ranch an’ work up a stake and then they go into town and blow their stake, and the first thing you know they’re poundin’ their tail on some other ranch. They ain’t go nothin’ to look ahead to.” (15)
	

	Discrimination and Inequality


	
	

	Contrast (small vs. large, Curley and his wife, strength vs. weakness, meanness vs. innocence, Curley and the other ranchers…etc.)
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