The Tempest 

Act III, Scene 3 Questions

1. How does the apparition of the banquet affect Alonso and his retinue? 

2. How is the banquet used as a symbol? 

3. Why aren't the men allowed to eat the food? Is this an effective moment for Ariel to accuse them of their sins?

4. A harpy is a mythical creature, half-woman and half-vulture who act as the agents of the Greek Goddess Nemesis (Righteous Anger).  Harpies traditional used their claws to rip apart the bodies of men who had offended the gods.  How does Ariel punish the three men (Alonso, Antonio, and Sebastian)?

5. How does Gonzalo react to his leader's punishment?  How might the audience's reaction differ from Gonzalo's?
 
6. Read the following quotation and decide what it means to you.  What connections can you make to any of the "big ideas" in the play?
"Travelers ne'er did lie, though fools at home condemn 'em." (III, iii, 26-27)
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