THE TEMPEST
READING QUESTIONS
ACT ONE

1. Act One, Scene i shows the "tempest" of the play's title. How do the different characters react to crisis? 

2. Who is Miranda? What is her reaction to the scene she has just witnessed?

3. Who is Prospero? How does he know that everyone has survived the storm?

4. How did Prospero and Miranda come to be on the island?

5. Who is Ariel? Why should he be grateful to Prospero, and just do what he's told?

6. Who was Sycorax? How does Prospero feel about her? Are there any parallels between Sycorax's story and Prospero's?

7. Who is Caliban? What is his attitude towards Prospero's control of the island?

8. What event led Prospero to start treating Caliban as his slave?

9. Who taught Caliban to speak? How does he tend to use language? Why?

10. Why does Miranda think that Ferdinand might be a "spirit"?

Define the following words:

1.1
1. tempestuous (opening stage direction)
2. insolent (line 41)

1.2
3. allay (line 2)
4. welkin (line 4)
5. fraught (13)
6. dire / direful (26)
7. perdition (30)
8. abyss (50)
9. perfidious (68)
10. rapt (77)
11. verdure (87)
12. prerogative (105)
13. temporal (110)
14. confederates (112)
15. ignoble (116)
16. inveterate (122)
17. hearken (122)
18. homage (124)
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