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OF MICE AND MEN ESSAY ENG 1D
Instructions:  You are to choose one of the topics listed and write a well-organized five paragraph, literary essay. Your essay must contain: 
· an introductory paragraph, with an arguable thesis; 
· three body paragraphs (with PPE sequences); 
· a concluding paragraph. 
Your essay should be between 600-700 words. 
	Your essay must be double spaced and written in full sentences with properly structured paragraphs. You should begin by completing the Essay outline first before beginning your complete essay.  Your final copy should be emailed to your teacher as a Word Document attachment.
Remember to review your work carefully checking for proper spelling; sentence structure; and proper quotation integration. GOOD LUCK!!!
Choose ONE of the following topics from which you will develop your essay, or, with your teacher’s permission, you may select/form your own topic.
1. Many of the characters in the novel Of Mice and Men struggle with loneliness. Examine the theme of loneliness in the novel and how it affects the following characters: Candy, Curley’s wife and Crooks.

2. Of Mice and Men explores the idea of the American Dream and it asks the reader to consider whether the American Dream is possible. Explore the idea of the American Dream as it applies to any of the following characters: George, Lennie, Candy, Curley’s wife or Crooks.
3. Inequality is a predominant theme in the novel, Of Mice and Men. Explore the ways in which some characters are discriminated against for being different. You may consider: Candy, Crooks, Lennie or Curley’s wife.

4. The novel Of Mice and Men emphasizes the importance of Friendship and companionship. Explore this theme as it applies to any of the following characters: George and Lennie, Candy and his dog, Crooks, or Whit.

5. How does John Steinbeck use symbols effectively to emphasize the major themes in the novel? You may consider any the following: George and Lennie’s farm, Candy’s dog, rabbits, mice, the bunkhouse, the brush, Curley’s wife.

	RUBRIC FOR ANALYTICAL LITERARY ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge
and 
Understanding
	Student displays limited understanding of the analytical literary essay form and the expectations for the assignment
	Student displays some understanding of the analytical literary essay form and the expectations for the assignment
	Student displays considerable understanding of the analytical literary essay form and the expectations for the assignment
	Student displays impressive understanding of the analytical literary essay form and the expectations for the assignment

	Thinking
	Student’s thesis shows limited thoughtfulness and the essay’s material is organized with limited effectiveness
	Student’s thesis shows some thoughtfulness and the essay’s material is organized with some
effectiveness
	Student’s thesis shows considerable thoughtfulness and the essay’s material is organized with considerable
effectiveness
	Student presents and explores the thesis with impressive thoughtfulness and organizes material with a high level of effectiveness

	Communication
	Student communicates using diction, syntax, and style with limited effectiveness
	Student communicates using diction, syntax, and style with some effectiveness
	Student communicates using diction, syntax, and style with considerable  effectiveness
	Student communicates using diction, syntax, and style with a high level of effectiveness

	Application
	Student makes use of analytical strategies (PPE) in the essay with limited effectiveness 
	Student makes use of analytical strategies (PPE) in the essay with some effectiveness 
	Student makes use of analytical strategies (PPE) in the essay with considerable effectiveness 
	Student makes use of analytical strategies (PPE) in the essay with extreme
effectiveness 
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